The Crowd in  Peace and War

places; who always addresses to it the same platitudes
and receives from it the same reactions. Once, indeed,
during a few days it fell to my lot in a foreign country to
be in the immediate neighbourhood of royalty during a
national festival, and to behold the crowd as they beheld
it and practically from their standpoint. Its astonishing
uniformity of appearance was what struck me. It was
an extraordinarily loyal crowd to look at, and always
shouted when the king and queen were in sight. There
was no apparent variation in its aspect or its behaviour.
It possessed one emotion and one only. But I could
not fail to observe the great respect with which its
sovereigns treated it. Their deep obeisances to it from the
palace balcony overlooking a vast city square were even
more profound than those with which they themselves
had just been saluted by the courtiers assembled in the
room that opened on to the balcony. In fact both salu-
tations were given to the same entity, for it was the nation
incorporated in the sovereigns that the courtiers saluted,
and it was a specimen portion of the nation itself to which
the sovereigns did their large courtesies.

A Judge, when on the bench, is another type of crowd-
representative. In pronouncing judgment upon an of-
fender he speaks with the voice of the public; but in
order that he may surely do so he is surrounded by all
manner of securities and limitations. The opinions ex-
pressed by a judge in private life possess no more authority
than those of any other educated individual of equal
ability. It is only when he occupies the position of
crowd-representative and is conditioned by the securities
which crowd-organisation supplies that his opinions have
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